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Morocco policy. Read through my telegrams prior to the
Tangier visit. - , . It was to please you, for the sake of the
Fatherland, that I landed, mounted a strange horse in spite
of my equestrian disability due to my shrivelled left arm,
and might have come xvitlun a hair of losing my life—which
was your venture [was Ihr Ein&atz war]. I rode among
Spanish anarchists became you wanted it and your policy
was to benefit by it! m
Their divergence in views is further indicated by the
fact that Billow did not keep his imperial master fully
informed on all phases of the Moroccan affair, which he
and Holstein were conducting. The greater part of the
documents in Die Grossc Politik on the Morocco Crisis
bear no marginal notes by the Kaiser, and were apparently
t not so regularly submitted nor so fully summarized for him
as was usually the case. It is also likely that one reason ,
for Billow's later threat of resignation was his hope that
the Kaiser would beseech him to remain, and he would then
retain office with a stronger and freer hand.
The Kaiser, on the other hand, wished to avoid antago-
nizing French susceptibilities. With his "anti-English com-
plex" and his inherited traditional friendship between
Hohenzollcrn and Romanov, he wished to avert the possible
danger lurking in the Anglo-French Agreement by realizing
his dream of a "Continental League." This flitted fre-
quently before his imagination throughout his reign.124 It
was "a method of reviving the Alliance of the Three Em-
perors so far as was possible after the Tsar had entered into
alliance with France. He hoped to use his personal influ-
12S Kaiser to Billow, beseeching him not to resign, Aug. 11, 1905; G.P.,
XIX, 497 f.
124C/, G,Pn XI, 67-92; XIV, 559 f. marginal note 2, XIX, 303-350;
435-628; and XX, pamm* According to Kuropatkin's Diary, Nov. 17,1902
(Kraxnyi Arkhiv, II, 10), tlu» Kai«»r at maneuvers in 1896 or 1897 had
4iscussed with General Obruchov how desirable would be a Franco-Russian-
Gerraan Coalition as a means of dictating to England, Obruchev had
mentioned it to President Faure who thought it "worth being studied",

